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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To improve trie number of sheets to be treated per unit time by providing two 
or more vacuum vessels, wafer conveying means in vacuum, a conveying chamber, and 
gas supplying means to be switched in interruption in the respective vessels. 

CONSTITUTION: A wafer 21a is placed on a substrate electrode 20a from a conveying 
chamber 25 in a vacuum vessel 1 5a, a main valve 40a is opened, and the vessel 15a is 
evacuated in high vacuum. Then, a valve 40a is closed, a valve 33a is opened, and 
treating gas of the prescribed amount is introduced into the vessel 15a. Then, a high 
frequency power source 23 is connected to the electrode 20a via a switch 24 to generate 
a plasma. A wafer 21 b is similarly supplied to the side of the vessel 1 5b during the etching 
in the vessel 15a, and evacuated in high vacuum. Then, when the etching in the vessel 
15a is finished, the etching is simultaneously started in the vessel 1 5b, the wafer 21a on 
the electrode 20a is removed by a conveying arm 26, the wafer is placed on the electrode 
20a, and similar operations are to be repeated. 
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